
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts and Culture  
In Front Royal-Warren County 
 
“Recognizing and strengthening existing 
assets are vital parts of community deve-
lopment and can contribute to economic 
development. Assets include those related 
to entertainment (e.g., theaters, perfor-
ming groups), personal development (e.g., 
community centers, bookstores), and 
education (e.g., schools, museums), as 
well as more directly to job creation and 
industry (e.g., translators, designers). 
Cultural and creative amenities are assets 
as well as excellent tools for identifying 
and promoting other community assets. 
Creative-class theory suggests that a high-
tech, highly educated workforce prefers a 
location with creative amenities. A flou-
rishing arts and culture sector can affect 
where workers in the information eco-
nomy, especially younger ones, want to 
live and as such is important for workforce 
recruitment and retention strategies.” 
 
Briefing paper for American Planning 
Association, written by M. Christine Dwyer 
(senior vice president, RMC Research 
Corporation) and Kelly Ann Beavers (PhD 
candidate, Virginia Tech, and American 
Planning Association arts and culture 
intern), and edited by Kimberley Hodgson, 
AICP (manager, Planning and Community 
Health Research Center, American 
Planning Association). 
 
In the work of the Economic Development 
Authority, we are often asked about “Qua-
lity of Life” amenities offered by the com-
munity. 
 

 Site selectors look for existing infra-
structure – water, sewer, electricity, gas, 
broadband, cell coverage, roadway 
access and egress -- and quality of life 
amenities – schools, parks, shopping, 
entertainment, and cultural offerings. 
 
Front Royal, Warren County is home to a 
vibrant arts and cultural environment, 
which contributes much value to a com-
munity’s health and well-being. 
 
In this issue of the newsletter, we will 
profile a number of organizations and 
people who have brought the arts to our 
community and who work diligently at 
sustaining those programs for our citi-
zens. 
 
“Our Quality of Life offerings here are 
just as important to site selectors as 
infrastructure,” said Jennifer McDonald, 
Executive Director of the EDA.  “They 
want to know that their employees will 
thrive with good schools, recreational 
options and a solid arts and culture pro-
gram.” 
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“… will thrive with good schools, recreational options 
and a solid arts and culture program.”  

~Teaching through the 
arts motivates children 

and increases their 
aptitude for learning.~  

 
Eric Jensen, 

Arts With the Brain 
in Mind 
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The Selah Theatre Project 
 La Tasha Do’zia-Earley is the Foun-

ding Artistic Director of Selah Theatre 
Project in Front Royal, teaching over 
650 young actors in many venues 
throughout the Northern Shenandoah 
Valley. 

 
Selah Theatre Project has been pro-
viding people of all age groups with 
the opportunity to form theatre to-
gether in an educational setting. 
 
Each year, Selah Theatre offers two 
original theater productions and two 
community theater productions: the-
atrical training and youth deve-
lopment through the Selah Youth 
Project Ensemble, composed of kids 
8-18; dramatic arts education, in-
school residencies, and after-school 
programs; and Selah Young Artists 
Drama Academy for kids of all ages.  
Selah offers a sliding scale payment 
program in order to provide artistic 
opportunities to all regardless of 
ability to pay. 

No stranger to the stage, La Tasha 
is an accomplished per-former with 
credits in both Regional and 
Community Theater, including The 
Other Voices Theater, Theater of 
Shenandoah, Sandler Performing 
Arts Theater, the Apollo Civic The-
ater, Winchester Little Theater, 
Ohrstrom-Bryant Theater, and The 
Kennedy Center. 
 
She has been seen in a number of 
productions throughout the region.  
La Tasha graduated from the elite 
Governor’s School of the Arts in 
Norfolk, Virginia before moving to 
Winchester to continue her edu-
cation at Shenandoah University. 
 
The Selah Theatre Project is further 
supported by its professional team 
including:  Dee Sparger, Develop-
ment Director, Melanie Catron, 
Director of Selah Dance Project, 
Tamiya Do’zia-Earley, Contempo-
rary Dance Instructor, Kelly Schaffer
   

Dance Instructor and Maddie 
Jacques, Art Instructor. 

For more information on classes 
and performances or how to 
support the local project, go to 
selahtheatreproject.org, 
info@selahtheatreproject.org or 
540.686.5185.  

The Front Royal Oratorio Society 
 Mr. Amos earned his Bachelor of 

Music Education and Master of 
Music (conducting) from Shenan-
doah Conservancy at Shenandoah 
University.  Elizabeth Cooper is a 
freelance accompanist at Shenan-
doah University and a substitute 
accompanist for FROS. 
 
Interested singers can still join in 
for the current season - a program 
of spirituals, hymns and John 
Rutter's 'Requiem'.  No audition is 
required. For more information:  
fros.online, or 540.635.4842. 
 
 

The Front Royal Oratorio Society 
was created in 1960 by Herbert Gray 
Wyatt, the Director of Music at 
Randolph Macon Academy and his 
wife, Betty, Esther Marlowe and the 
Front Royal Music Study Club.  They 
assembled a 62-voice choir and held 
their first performance at the Front 
Royal Presbyterian Church. 
 
Since then, the Society has offered 
numerous performances to the local 
community including seasonal music 
and chorales in two annual perfor-
mances each year:  a Christmas 
Concert and a Spring Concert. 
 
George T. Amos, recognized in the 
Shenandoah Valley as a major 
choral conductor begins his 22nd 
season as choral director of FROS.  
In January 2000, the Shenandoah 
Arts Council honored him with an 
Artie Award for his achievement in 
music in the Shenandoah Valley.  

A Night at the Opera 
 

Osteria 510 Italian Kitchen offers 
Opera and a four-course dinner on 
certain weekends during the year.  
Jan Wagner, Director of Orchestral 
Studies at Shenandoah University is 

the director of the performances.  The 
artists perform between meal 

courses, and the program lasts for 
about four hours. 

For more information:  540.631.1101 

LALO 
“Let Art Live On” are virtual and 

physical art galleries supporting the 
work of local artists. 

LALO is founded by Bryane Miller 
Lickson (an artist of national repute) 

and her husband, Charles “Chips” 
Lickson. 

For more information: 
letartliveon.com 

540.636.2515 

The Kiln Doctor specializes in 
repair and maintenance for kilns, 
potters’ wheels and other pottery 

equipment.  They also offer 
workshops in pottery and 

ceramics and host a gallery of 
remarkable pieces from local 

artisans. 
For more information: 

thekilndoctor.com 
540.636.6016 
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Blue Ridge Arts Council, Cornerstone of Local Arts 

The Blue Ridge Arts Council 
(BRAC) was founded in 1987 by a 
group of citizens dedicated to creat-
ing a viable arts program for our 
community. 

 
Its mission is “to provide a broad 
base of support for the visual and 
performing arts, in all segments of 
the community, by increasing 
awareness, interest, knowledge and 
participation.” 
 
The Arts Council is a designated 
non-profit arts and education or-
ganization that primarily serves 
residents of Front Royal and Warren 
County.  Program areas encompass 
Arts Education, Art Exhibitions and 
Community Partnerships. 
 
Located on Main Street in the 
historic district of Front Royal, 
BRAC houses a gallery, work room, 
kitchen and administrative office.  
The Main Street Gallery provides 
space for exhibits, performances 
and music and art lessons. 

The Arts Council coordinates se-
veral gallery spaces throughout the 
county, and exhibits and sells fine 
art by local and regional artists.  
Each summer The Council presents 
“Gazebo Gatherings,” a concert 
series, featuring local musicians, 
and held in the Town Commons 
each Friday evening in June through 
August. 
 
Special events throughout the year 
include “Cocktails and Canvas,” a 
twice yearly Art, Food and Cocktail 
Pairing Tasting Event; the Annual 
Arts Citizen of the Year Dinner and 
Roast; and the annual community 
holiday kick-off event, “Deck the 
Halls.” 
 
For many in the community, the 
Blue Ridge Arts Council is the pri-
mary arts resource.  The Arts Coun-
cil is comprised of a staff and a 
community based board that re-
searches, plans, implements and 
reviews each program offered by 
the Council.   

Kym Crump is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Blue Ridge Arts Council, 
and has served there for 25 years.   
 
“We should all support our local 
arts programs,” said Greg 
Drescher, Chairman of the EDA 
and Superintendent of the Warren 
County Public Schools.  “Studies 
show that children tend to excel 
when they are involved in strong 
arts and cultural programs – it’s a 
very important resource for our 
community.” 
 
For more information on activities 
and membership:  
blueridgeartscouncil.org. 
 

The Studio, A Place for Learning, is the brainchild of Kelly Walker, a local artist and business woman who decided 
to take her passion for painting to a higher level and offer painting classes to the community.  She operates out of a 
quaint old building on Main Street in downtown Front Royal and has turned her studio into a classroom.  Kelly is a 
native of Georgia, where she earned a BS in Education from Georgia Southern College.  She has been a full-time 
artist since 2007.  Tapping into her teaching experience, she opened the Studio as a place for people to tap into 
their creativity without any pressure.  Classes are offered in art, crochet, knitting, cookie decoration, collage 
beading, sewing embroidery and more. 

As a daily painter and teacher, Kelly has painted almost every day since 2008.  She says that joining the daily pain-
ting movement helped her to maintain artistic discipline, foster creativity, improve her skills and has brought her 
great joy.  Kelly has been selected “Best Local Artist” by the Northern Virginia Daily (newspaper) every year since 
2013.  For more information on classes:  lifeofadailypainter.com.

The Studio, A Place for Learning 

 

 

 





 





 

 

 

 
For more information: 
info@entrecafe.org  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 Samuels Public Library in Front Royal 
is a wonderful resource for the commu-
nity.  The Library is committed to litera-
ture and learning, and offers a number 
of educational and cultural classes and 
workshops, including:  

English as a second language, Basic 
Digital Photography, Genealogy, Book 
Club, Postcard Workshop, Writer’s 
Support Group, Miniature Renaissance 
Faire, Story Time for Toddlers, Stained 
Glass Windows & The Stories They 
Tell, Future Einsteins, Aspiring Artists  
 
… and the list goes on! 

For more information:  
samuelslibrary.net or 540.635.3153.  
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Samuels Public 
Library Program 
Offerings 

 
Front Royal-Warren County hosts a 
number of popular cultural festivals 
throughout the year, including: 

Virginia Wine & Craft Festival, May 
wineandcraftfestival.com 

Brew ‘n’ Blues Festival, September 
brewandblues.com 

Festival of Leaves, October 
warrenheritagesociety.org 

Christmas Parade and 
Christkindlmarkt, December 
frontroyalchamber.com 

For more information and a calendar of 
local events, contact Front Royal 
Visitor’s Center, 540.635.5788 or 
discoverfrontroyal.com  

This newsletter is processed and prepared for mailing by Blue Ridge Opportunities, Front Royal, Virginia. 
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