
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Community Is On a Roll …. 
2017 Projects Online and More Underway 
 
Front Royal and Warren County are on a 
roll with many important infrastructure, 
renovation and new development projects 
coming online as others are just getting 
underway. 
 
The Leach Run Project is completed and 
the roadway is one of the prettiest in the 
Community!  The four-lane, divided park-
way provides direct access to the new 
Warren County Middle School, the eastern 
end of the Town, Warren County High 
School and Hilda J. Barbour Elementary 
School. 
 
The new Warren County Middle School is 
finished and is the second middle school 
to provide 6th, 7th and 8th grade instruction. 
 
The South Fork Bridge construction is 
near completion and is a beautiful addition 
to our community.  
 
Warren County was able to generate 
funding through a public-private partner-
ship with local businesses and industries 
to expand the local commuter service to 
include the Route 522 shopping centers, 
the industrial corridor, the Regional Jail 
and Lord Fairfax Community College.   
 
Tim and Kerry Barnhart of Vibe Properties 
are renovating two buildings on Main 
Street that will house several small busi-
nesses.  Other private developers in-
volved in downtown revitalization include 
Joe Gillette and Rob MacDougall. 
 
ITFederal is moving forward on site and  
pad preparation on its 30-acre parcel at 
the Avtex site. 
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The much-needed reconstruction of the 
Morgan Ford Road Low Water Bridge 
over the Shenandoah River is nearly 
complete and will make the crossing 
much safer. 
 
The Front Royal Town Police Department 
broke ground for its new facility located 
across from the Avtex Administration 
Building on Kendrick Lane. 
 
Upgrades to the Town’s wastewater 
treatment plant are due to come online in 
late 2017.  It will treat 5.3 million gallons 
of water per day while reducing nitrogen 
phosphorous content. 
 
“The good work of the County, Town and 
the EDA can be seen all around our com-
munity,” said Greg Drescher, Chairman 
of the Economic Development Authority.  
“We have new roadways, new and safer 
bridges, new schools, downtown revita-
lization, new businesses and new jobs.  
This is what happens when we all work 
together toward a common goal.  Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays, every-
one!”  

 

 

“The good work of the County, Town and EDA can be seen all 
around our community ....” 
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“The 2017-18 school year is off to fantastic start.  We have opened 
our new Warren County Middle School and the renovations to Ressie 
Jeffries Elementary School are almost complete.  Our new middle 
school culminates the Grades 6-12 part of our capital improvement 
plan, thanks to our community leaders who had the foresight to plan 
ahead for our children.”  Greg Drescher, Superintendent, Warren 
County Public Schools. 
 

The Leach Run Parkway, connecting Happy Creek Road to John 
Marshall Highway is finished.  The project, which has been on the in-
frastructure “wish list” for thirty years was officially opened and dedi-
cated to the community on June 26, 2017. “The EDA is happy to be a 
part of this project and to see it finally come to fruition.  Really good 
things are happening in Front Royal, and the EDA is glad to be a part 
of the positive change.” Jennifer McDonald, Executive Director, Eco-
nomic Development Authority. 

Corridor Connector transit service buses run Monday through Saturday originating 
alternately from Royal Plaza or the Warren County Health and Human Services 
Complex to the Crooked Run and Riverton Commons shopping centers.  There is 
limited commuter service to the Rappahannock-Shenandoah-Warren (RSW) Regional 
Jail and nearby large employers along Fairground Road, Baugh Drive and Toray Drive.  
The buses will make four runs daily to the LFCC campus Monday through Thursday.  
Current ridership is 500/month on average.   Schedule:  warrencountyva.net 

“The most visible ongoing project in the community is the replacement of the South 
Fork Bridge ($72,200,000).  The project is approximately 90% complete and still on 
schedule for completion this fall.  The contractor has completed the installation of two 
additional lanes, a bike lane, and sidewalk to the west.  The contractor recently swit-
ched westbound traffic onto the new quadrant interchange which will allow the recon-
struction of a portion of Route 55.  It is hoped that they will wrap up the project by 
Thanksgiving.”  Doug Stanley, Warren County Administrator 

“Work is also progressing ahead of schedule on the 
long-awaited Morgan Ford Bridge replacement 
project.  This project will provide a safe crossing and 
connection between the Rockland and Howellsville 
areas of the County.  The project contractor has com-
pleted pier construction, started installation of the 
bridge beams, and recently completed pouring the 
deck.  The project is proposed to be completed in May 
2018, but we hold out hope that they can stay ahead 
of schedule and complete the project earlier.”  Doug 
Stanley, Warren County Administrator 
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Downtown Front Royal is experiencing a revitalization that 
many in this community have anticipated for years.  Private 
developers are taking on Main Street, Chester Street and Royal 
Avenue building-by-buildinlg.  Tim and Kerry Barnhart are 
renovating two buildings on Main Street that will eventually 
house a number of small businesses.  Joe Gillette and Rob 
MacDougall are renovating buildings as well to serve commer-
cial and residential as revitalization continues throughout 
Front Royal.  This is an important milestone for our Town. 

The Front Royal Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades are 
due for completion on November 18, 2017 with certification.  
The upgrades will allow the plant to increase the amount of 
treated wastewater it can release into the Shenandoah River 
from the current 4 million gallons to 5.3 million gallons per 
day. 

ITFederal site prep work continues on the 30 acre 
parcel at Avtex.  Delays in site plan approval have set 
the schedule back, but construction crews move for-
ward in bringing the site up to grade, compressing 
soil and removing all old infrastructure.  Team con-
tinues to work on the Main Street extended roadway 
connection design as well. 

Plans are now moving forward for construction of the new Front Royal 
Police Department building on five acres across from the Avtex site on 
Kendrick Lane.  The Town has awarded a construction contract to Duston 
Construction, and ground-breaking occurred on November 1st.  The 
rendering of the new facility was prepared by Moseley Architects. 

Site prep work is underway at the site just north of 
Crooked Run Shopping Center on Route 340/522 for Royal 
Farms, a mixed use commercial center including a gas sta-
tion, convenience store and restaurant.  As part of a public-
private partnership, VDOT, Crooked Run North LLC, 
Marlow and Silek Investments LLC, EDA and the County 
entered into a revenue-sharing agreement providing fund-
ing for roadway access to the Crooked Run North site.  This 
partnership and attendant road improvements allowed the 
Royal Farms project to move forward, and makes way for 
future commercial development there. 





 

 

 

 
For more information: 
info@entrecafe.org  
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Welcome, 

Gray Blanton and 
Mark Baker, 
new members  
of the EDA 
Board of 

Directors! 

Christkindlmarkt Front Royal 
December 1-2, 2017 

 

Christmas festivities begin on December 
1, at 6:00pm in downtown Front Royal  
with ribbon cutting, music and warm 

drinks and continues on December 2nd 
with the open market of handmade items 

and activities for the kids! 

 

   
 

Linda Glavis, Chairwoman, Warren 
County Board of Supervisors. 

Annual Christmas Parade: 
Saturday, December 2, 4:00p 

Main and Chester Streets! Hollis Tharpe, Mayor of Front Royal 
 


